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Introduction
Overseas Chinese

50 million Overseas Chinese Worldwide



Introduction
Australian Context:
PRC-born Migrants



Segmented Assimilation Theory:
Migration, as a segmented assimilation process, dependent upon the nature of immigration 
(such as voluntary or forced), the resources that migrants have (such as savings, human capital), 
and the reception of host country (Gans, 1992). Integration process is the endurance of ethnic 
groups’ culture and values, accompanied by economic integration (Portes and Zhou, 1993). 

Network dimension of spatial segmented assimilation emphasizes on the exposure and contact 
of migrants to the majority, which is reflected by the residential mobility of migrants over time as 
an extension of the segmented paths framework (Bolt and Kempen, 2009) : the assimilation 
pathways of the same ethnic group in alternate locations may be different and the residential 
mobility could be measured by the in- and out-immigration flows. 
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Spatial scales matter (Massey et al. 1994; South and Crowder, 1997, 1998; Bolt 
and Kempen, 2009) : the assimilation at the city-region scale could be very different 
to that at the state or national scales.

Community level to Individual level
It serves as a lens through which to view segmented assimilation from a micro-level 
perspective of individual behavior (McHugh, et al, 1997). 
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Introduction
Research Gaps (What We Don’t Know)

Need	to	focus	on	PRC-born	migrants

Need	to	examine	the	change	of	mobility/pathways

Need	research	on	different	spatial	scales

Need	to	improve	visualization	methods4
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Research Questions

How	does	the	residential	mobility/pathways	
change	over	time?		

What	is	the	settlement	pathways	of	PRC-born										
migrants	at	the	neighborhood	level?		

What	is	the	residential	mobility	of	PRC-born	migrants	
across/within	metropolis?	1
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Secondary	Data:	(For	visualization	across	and	within	metropolis)
ABS	Population	and	Housing	Census	Data	:2006,	2011	(Table	Builder	Pro)
ABS	Micro	Dataset:	Australian	Census	and	Migrants	Integrated	Dataset	(ACMID)	2011

Primary	Data:	(For	visualization	across	neighborhood)
Online	‘Survey	of	Residential	Pathways	of	PRC-born	Migrants	in	Australia’,	targeted	PRC-born	migrants	
within	1	month	period	from	Feb,	21st,	2017	to	March,	20th,	2017.	
Designed	in	Jump	Star	and	‘Snowballing’	by	WeChat

Questionnaire	Topic:
Individual Characteristics 
Gender, age, Visa type of entry, living status, English proficiency, qualification, weekly income, employment status, occupation.  

Settlement Pathways 
Length of staying in Australia, reasons for residential mobility, number of movements, when their movements occur, where they moved to, 
satisfaction of settlement. 
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Data and Methods
Dataset

Survey Summary:
Total number of participants (PRC-born residents) is 571 including 425 (74.4%) 
permanent residents and 146 (25.6%) temporary residents in Australia. 

Queensland: 125 participants as the research population. 
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Mobility-
related SA2 in 
Great Brisbane 
Metropolitan 
Area and 
regions 
in the rest of 
Queensland
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Data and Methods
Method

1 Visualization	across	metropolis:
Circlize software	packages	produced	by	R.
（Capitcal cities)	

2 Visualization	within	metropolis:
Gephi Network	 (SA4	in	capital	cities)

Visualization	at	neighborhood	level:
3D	space-time	Geovisualization in ArcGlobe
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Result Mobility across Metropolis

2001	to	2006 2006	to	2011



Result Mobility within Metropolis

2001	to	2006 2006	to	2011



Result
Mobility at 
neighborhood 
level:

3D space-time 
visualization for 
each 
residential 
duration



Mobility at 
neighborhood 
level:

3D space-time 
visualization of 
individual 
pathways 

Result



A close-up birdview of 3D 
visualization of individual 
pathways around the 
Brisbane CBD and 
University of Queensland 

Result



Mobility at 
neighborhood 
level:

3D space-time 
visualization of 
individual 
pathways with 
time of arrival 

Result



Three movements of 
PRC-born migrants

southeast	and	northwest

Result



Conclusion
Cross	Metropolis
1.	The	majority	of	increasing	in-migrants	come	from	Sydney	or	Melbourne,	each	approximately	
accounting	for	the	equal	proportion	in	Adelaide,	Hobart	and	Canberra.	
2.	Migrants	received	by	Sydney	and	Melbourne	from	Adelaide	and	Perth	were	much	more	than	those	
from	Brisbane.
3.	PRC-born	migrants	become	more	diverse	on	choosing	migration	destination.

Within	Metropolis
1.	Majority	of	mobility	occurred	within	metropolis	rather	than	cross	metropolis.
2.	Most	mobility	changed	within	Sydney,	Brisbane,	and	Adelaide,	not	much	in	Melbourne	and	Perth.	
3.	The	within-metropolis	mobility	has	increased	in	the	small-size	capital	cities,	Hobart,	Darwin	and	
Canberra.	



Cross	Neighborhood	
1.	Residential	mobility	occurred	most	frequently	cross	neighborhoods	other	than	cross	regions.	
2.	Residents	with	long	living	duration	appear	in	subregions outside	of	GBMA	such	as	Gold	Coast	and	
Toowoomba.	
3.	Within	the	GBMA,	residents	in	the	west	and	north	have	relatively	longer	living	duration	than	ones	in	
the	south.	
4.	The	majority	arrived	or	moved	in	Queensland	during	2007	to	2012.	
5.	The	arrivals	after	2007	tend	to	be	more	diverse	on	choosing	their	first	settlement	
6.	A	main	spatial	pattern	of	pointing	to	southeast	and	northwest.
7.	Mobility	occurring	at	the	early	stage	tends	to	be	more	frequent	than	these	at	the	later	stage.	

Conclusion
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